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CHAPTER 6: THE WOMEN OF EARLY AMERICA 

READING GUIDE 
Directions: As you read the chapter, answer each question. You do NOT have to write in complete sentences. 

According to Zinn, who do 
most history books focus on? 

 

What did European laws say 
about women? 

 

Why were women brought to 
America? 

 
 

How did many women & 
teenage girls come to America? 

 

How were female indentured 
servants treated? 

 

“Black women suffered 
doubly.” What does that mean? 

 

What happened to the 18 
women aboard the Mayflower? 

 

Under English law, what role 
did a husband play in his wive’s 
life? 

 

If a woman earned money, 
who did it go to? 

 

What did Advice to a Daughter 
say? 

 
 

What did Anne Hutchinson do 
to her church fathers (leaders)? 

 

Why was Hutchinson put on 
trial twice? (2) 

 
 
 

What was Anne Hutchinson 
ordered to do? 

 

What happened when she left?  
 

When she moved to Long 
Island, NY, what happened? 

 

During the American 
Revolution, how did women 
participate? 

 

What was the women’s version 
of the Boston Tea Party? 

 

How did women prove their 
equality on the frontier? 

 

Why were many women 
encouraged to stay home 
instead of working in factories? 

 

Describe the “perfect woman” 
during this time. (4) 

 
 
 
 
 

What couldn’t women do 
during this time? (3) 

 
 
 



Where did many women work?  
 

What happened at a factory in 
1824? 

 
 

What happened after a woman 
was fired in Lowell, MA? 

 

How did Beecher describe 
working at a mill? (2) 

 
 
 
 

What profession did many 
middle-class women take up? 

 

Why is Elizabeth Blackwell “a 
pioneer?” 

 

What happened between 1780 
to 1840? 

 
 

What did women gain by 
participating in the anti-slavery 
& health movements? 

 
 
 

Who was Lucy Stone? (2)?  
 
 
 

The women’s movement ran 
alongside which other 
movement? 

 

What did Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton & Lucrecia Mott do in 
1848? 

 

What did the Declaration of 
Principles say? 

 

What was the message of 
Sojourner Truth’s speech? 

 

What other movements did 
women participate in? 

 

Amidst the women’s rights 
movement, what other 
movement/urge developed? 

 

What did the Indians anticipate 
after the Revolution? 

 

What 2 physical features did 
Americans want to settle 
between, or “fill up?” 

 

Where did people begin to 
think America should “reach” 
to? 

 

What was “Indian removal?”  
 

 


