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CHAPTER 5: REVOLUTIONS 

READING GUIDE 

Directions: As you read the chapter, answer each question. You do NOT have to write in complete sentences. 

QUESTION ANSWER 

How many people supported the Revolution, 
according to John Adams? 

 

How many turned against Britain according 
to historian John Shy? 

 

Why did many men from the lower classes 
join the Revolutionary Army? 

 

Who dealt with most of the pain and 
suffering of the Revolution? 

 

Why is it ironic that colonists had rioted 
against impressment? 

 

The Americans lost what 2 battles at first?  
 

Why did France join the American side?  
 

Why the Americans win at Yorktown?  
 

What did the Continental Congress do (@ 
this time)? 

 

How were men in the Congress connected? 
(2) 

 

What did officers receive if they stuck 
through the war? 

 

What did common soldiers get at the end?  
 

What happened in PA on New Year's Day, 
1781? 

 

How did Washington end the mutiny in New 
Jersey? 

 

Where was civil (non-army) disorder 
occurring? 

 

Why didn't the lower classes in the South join 
the Revolution? 

 

How were some Loyalists dealt with in the 
South? 

 

How did the government appease tenant 
farmers? 

 

Where did most of the Loyalist's property go?  

Did most poor, white working people & 
tenant farmers benefit from the Revolution? 

 

Why did Indians side with the French during 
the 7 Years War? 

 

After the war, who did France give the Ohio 
Valley to? 

 

How did the British fight back against the 
Indians? 

 

What did the British declare the land west of  



the Appalachian Mts.? 

Why did the Indians side with the British 
during the Revolution? 

 

What did the Americans do to the Indians 
after the Revolution? 

 

What did George Washing to do to blacks 
that wanted to fight? 

 

Did more blacks fight for the Americans or 
for the British? 

 

What did the Revolution encourage some 
blacks to do? 

 

What happened to slavery in the North after 
the war? 

 

What happened to slavery in the South after 
the war? 

 

When & where was the U.S. Constitution 
written? 

 

Why were farmers in Massachusetts mad?  
 

Why were many veterans/farmers mad?  
 

How did the farmers protest their debts?  
 

Explain Daniel Shay's situation. 
(3) 

 
 

How did Shay's men (farmers) protest?  
 

Why did Sam Adams disagree with Shay's 
Rebellion? 

 

What did Thomas Jefferson think of the 
rebellion? 

 

What were most of the men that wrote the 
Constitution? (2) 

 

Who was left out of the writing of the 
Constitution? (3) 

 

How did Alexander Hamilton feel about true 
democracy? 

 

Why did some people want a strong, central 
government? 

 

What did the Bill of Rights do? 
 

 

What happened in 1798? 
 

 

What was the Sedition Act? 
 

 

How did the government try to raise money 
to pay for the war? 

 

 


