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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Rouhanifard commits to re-doubling efforts in Camden high 

schools to ensure every graduate is ready for college or career 
 

On the one-year anniversary of the Camden Commitment, Rouhanifard reflects on progress in 

student safety and school leadership, calls for greater focus on high school reading and math  
 

February 5, 2015 — Office of the Superintendent, Camden, NJ – The Camden community gathered at Woodrow 

Wilson High School this morning to hear Superintendent Rouhanifard share the District’s progress over the last 

year to deliver on the Camden Commitment, his strategic plan for improving Camden schools. In the latest of 

his quarterly updates to the community, Superintendent Rouhanifard also acknowledged where the School 

District is falling short and what steps he will take moving forward, particularly at the high school level and 

with student and staff engagement.  

 

Recognizing progress 

 

Following remarks by Mayor Dana L. Redd, City Council President Frank Moran, Camden Country Police 

Department Deputy Chief Joseph L. Williams, and a parent, Superintendent Rouhanifard stressed partnership as 

the key to success for re-building great neighborhood public schools in Camden. He praised Mayor Redd and 

Police Chief Scott Thomson for helping to re-launch the Safe Corridors routes, a way to keep students safer on 

their journeys to and from school.   

 

The School District also released a breakdown of where the District has made progress on each of its five 

commitments. The full progress report is attached.   

 

Looking to the future 

 

While acknowledging improvements to student safety, student support, school leadership, and parent 

engagement in District schools, Rouhanifard stressed that much more must be done; beginning with ambitious 

plans to better prepare high school students for college and the workforce.  

 

Rouhanifard set a goal that, starting in fall 2015, underclassmen enrolled in the District’s two comprehensive 

high schools who are below grade level will spend twice as much time on literacy and math. This double-down 

initiative will support our struggling 9
th

- and 10
th

-grade students by giving them more time to focus on content 

that is at their reading level, whatever that might be. With more support, our students can dramatically build 

their skill levels and graduate from high school with the skills they need to be successful in college or a career.  

 

At the high school level, Rouhanifard also committed to a public feedback process on developing a more robust 

career and technical education across the City’s high schools. Though there is strong interest in what is widely 
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known as vocational education, scheduling and instructional challenges meant no students recently completed 

the full vocational education courses to earn her culminating certificate. In addition, the Superintendent 

committed to providing Brimm Medical Arts High School and MetEast High School with new or significantly 

renovated facilities over the next five years.  

 

Furthermore, Superintendent Rouhanifard announced an extension of his engagement efforts. Next week, he 

will launch the Teacher Roundtable with educators from across the School District. The following week, 

Superintendent Rouhanifard will launch the Student Leader Roundtable with high school students. Through 

these monthly meetings, the Superintendent and his team will hear directly from those closest to our schools.  

 

“Camden students have the potential to change the world, and our schools must do better at tapping into that 

talent and making the most of it,” said Superintendent Rouhanifard. “We’ve made significant progress this year, 

and I applaud our principals, teachers, partners, and parents for all their hard work to improve classroom 

instruction and build more positive school cultures. However, when I talk to recent graduates, or look at how 

many of our students are still not reading at grade level, it’s clear that we have a long way to go until all of our 

students are receiving the excellent education they deserve.”  

 

Mayor Redd added: “Camden is on the move, and the great strides our schools are making will fuel our growth 

and add to our momentum. We have some excellent educators and inspiring school leaders here in Camden. I 

thank them for their patience, perseverance, and dedication as we work together to give every child access to an 

excellent public education.” 

 

Deputy Chief Joseph L. Williams added: “Creating a safe and orderly environment around our neighborhood 

schools is a goal we share with the School District, and one we are working hard to achieve together. I am 

heartened that so many more students say they feel safe in school now, compared to just a few years ago. As our 

schools become safer, so will our students, and our City.” 

 

Mary Jane Timbe, a parent of children at Woodrow Wilson High School and Mastery North Camden, who 

spoke at the event, concluded: “I graduated from Camden schools, and the quality of the education my children 

were getting has been far below what I received. I’m glad that the District is finally making some changes, and 

I’m glad that parents like me have more and better options to choose from.” 

 

*** 
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