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PRESS RELEASE  
 

Camden schools to provide free breakfast and 

lunch for all District students  
 

New program means Camden parents no longer need to fill out free and 

reduced meal applications, expands coverage to 100 percent of families  

 
September 4, 2014--Office of the Superintendent, Camden, NJ – Superintendent 
Paymon Rouhanifard today announced that all students in District schools will 
receive free breakfast and lunch at school this year. By participating in the 
Federal Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act program, Camden is now able to offer 
free meals to students attending any of the District’s 26 schools this year. 
 
The Act’s Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) eliminates the need for parents 
to complete applications for free and reduced school meals, saving parents time 
and hassle. For the 2014-15 school year, all students attending a District school 
are being served free meals. 
 
The program is part of a national move to give students in low-income 
communities access to more nutritious meals. The program eliminates the need 
for families to fill out paperwork each September, ensuring no Camden child is 
left hungry during the school day. 
 
“Our students are amazing mathematicians and musicians and athletes, and 
they need regular, nutritious meals in order to make the most of their abilities,” 
said Superintendent Rouhanifard. “We believe the work we’ve done this 
summer to give every District student nutritious meals will help raise 
achievement and improve outcomes for all of Camden’s students. This program 
marks a major step forward to our ability to equip every Camden kid with the 
energy they need to succeed.” 
 
“The Superintendent’s plan will reduce parents’ anxiety about whether their 
child is getting nutritious school meals. More importantly, it will mean every kid 
gets the nutritious food they need and deserve,” said Fatimah Shakir, an active 
parent of three Camden City School District students. “As a volunteer at my 
children’s school, I have witnessed students going without meals because their 
meal application forms were either missing or never turned in. As a parent of 
the three kids in two different schools, I’ve experienced the confusion around 
the lunch application process firsthand.” 
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According to the federal government, the Community Eligibility Provision has 
increased the number of students that receive regular nutritious meals and 
contributed to better student outcomes in states where the program has already 
begun. 
 
“For years now, some parents have hesitated to complete their child’s free and 
reduced lunch application because of the stigma associated with disclosing 
family income or other personal information. The result has been that each year 
some Camden kids have a hard time accessing the nutritious meals they need,” 
said Martha Wilson, Vice President of the Camden City School District Advisory 
Board of Education. “I applaud Superintendent Rouhanifard for finding a way to 
guarantee every kid receives at least two healthy meals a day at school.” 
 
Charter and neighborhood renaissance schools can also choose to be part of the 
program. See below for a complete list of participating Camden schools. 

 
 
For images, interviews with parents, or additional information, contact Maita 
Soukup from the Camden City School District Office of Communications at: 
msoukup@camden.k12.nj.us. 
 
The Camden public schools offering free school meals to all students in 2014-15 
are: 
 
Alfred Cramer College Preparatory Lab School 
Camden Community Charter School 
Camden High School  
Charles Sumner Elementary School 
Cooper’s Poynt Family School 
Cooper B. Hatch Family School 
Creative Arts Morgan Village Academy 
Dr. Charles E. Brimm Medical Arts High School 
Dr. Henry H. Davis Elementary School 
Dr. Ulysses S. Wiggins College Preparatory Lab Family School 
Early Childhood Development Center  
East Camden Middle School 
Forest Hill Elementary School 
Francis X. McGraw Elementary School 
Harry C. Sharp Elementary School 
Henry B. Wilson Family School 
Henry L. Bonsall Family School 
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John G. Whittier Family School 
KIPP Cooper Norcross Academy 
Mastery Cramer Hill Elementary School 
Mastery North Camden Elementary School 
MetEast High School 
Octavius V. Catto Family School 
Pyne Poynt Middle School 
Raphael Cordero Molina Elementary School 
Riletta Twyne Cream Family School 
Thomas H. Dudley Family School 
Uncommon School Camden Prep 
Veterans Memorial Family School 
Woodrow Wilson High School 
Yorkship Elementary School 
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