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PRESS RELEASE  
 

Over 475 Camden residents answer District’s 

call for feedback in developing new school 

information cards  
 

Students, educators, family members, and community members demand 

rich classroom teaching, college and career readiness from District 

schools  
 

August 19, 2014--Office of the Superintendent, Camden, NJ – Superintendent 
Paymon Rouhanifard today announced that over 475 students, educators, 
parents, and community members shared feedback as part of a citywide 
outreach effort about what they most value in Camden public schools. The Let’s 
Talk About Great Schools community feedback campaign found that Camden 
residents most value the following traits in great schools:  

1. Students receive rich instruction from their teachers (56% of 
respondents);  

2. Students are challenged and interested in their school work (53%); 
and  

3. Students leave school ready to succeed in the next grade level, 
college, or career (53%). 

 
Safety was the next most pressing concern, at 45 percent of respondents, 
according to the findings. 
 
The community’s views will provide critical input as the District develops new 
school information cards to inform families, educators, and entire school 
communities about how well each of Camden’s 38 public school options is 
doing. The school information cards are a critical element of Promise 4: Serving 
Parents in the Camden Commitment, the District’s strategic plan.  
 
The Let’s Talk About Great Schools campaign saw Rouhanifard and District 
officials hold 10 community meetings with students, parents, teachers, and 
community members across the City. In addition, District staff members 
canvassed, posted suggestion boxes in public locations around the City and at 
neighborhood events, and hosted an online questionnaire. Overall, 477 Camden 
residents told the Superintendent what they most value in their schools, and 
how they want the District to measure the progress of Camden’s schools.  
 

-more- 
 
 
  

  Paymon Rouhanifard 

  Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

     

 

http://www.camden.k12.nj.us/pdf/Camden-StratPlan-Jan27.pdf
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“Camden families are calling for schools that deliver high-quality instruction 
and will help their children to compete in both college and the workforce,” 
Rouhanifard said. “As we look forward to a new school year, we are committed 
to meeting residents’ expectations of District schools improving their academic 
performance and student outcomes.”  
 
The Superintendent noted the District is in the midst of holding its first-ever, 
two-week summer Principal Institute. “We are investing a great deal of time this 
summer working with school leaders to raise standards and to find new ways to 
provide students with a high-quality education that prepares them for a 
successful career.” 
 
Residents also shared their feedback on how the District should measure its 
schools’ progress toward excellence.  The overwhelming majority (74%) of 
respondents believe that measuring students’ progress is just as important as 
measuring their performance in a single year, and that this growth must be 
measured and included on Camden’s school information cards.  
 
In addition, residents say the most reliable sources of information about a 
school’s quality are its students (30%), its teachers (20%), and outside 
educators invited in for observation (20%).  Respondents say the opinions of 
these three groups should be included in the future school information cards. In 
terms of what information is most critical to be on the cards themselves, 
residents prioritized whether students’ academic skills are improving each year, 
whether the school serves all students, and how satisfied teachers are with the 
school. 
 
The community’s feedback will inform the development of draft school 
information cards. The design must clearly convey the important pieces of 
information, so the District is planning a second round of community feedback 
in the fall about the layout of the school information cards. Now that residents 
have weighed in on what’s important, the conversation will turn to how that 
important information is shared.  
 
“Parents, students, and educators agree that Camden school information cards 
should shine the spotlight on the public schools that engage their students in a 
challenging curriculum, have world-class educators, and equip students to 
succeed in life,” Rouhanifard said. “The school information cards we develop as 
a result of this campaign will give parents a fair and accurate report of how well 
each of Camden’s public schools is doing in providing its students this type of 
education.” 
 

-more- 
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Superintendent Rouhanifard first highlighted the importance of school 
information cards in his January 2014 release of the Camden Commitment, the 
District’s short-term strategic plan, which was informed by his 100-day 
listening tour. Promise 4: Serving Parents notes that the District will “develop a 
school information card to make information on school performance accessible 
to parents.”  
 
About the feedback 
Feedback was collected via online polling, hard-copy questionnaires, and face-
to-face interviews between July 29 and August 15, 2014. Questionnaires and 
conversations were conducted in both English and Spanish; questionnaire data 
was collected verbally from respondents who needed support. Out of the 477 
total respondents, 34 percent identified themselves as parents; 30 percent as 
students; 25 percent identified themselves as educators; and 11 percent as 
community members. To request a copy of the questionnaire, please contact 
Maita Soukup in the Office of Communications at msoukup@camden.k12.nj.us. 
 

 
 
For additional information, contact Maita Soukup from the Camden City School 
District Office of Communications at: msoukup@camden.k12.nj.us. 
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