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UPDATED PRESS RELEASE  
 

SUPERINTENDENT, ADVISORY BOARD 

PRESIDENT ANNOUNCE NEW PRINCIPAL 

SUPPORT PROGRAM AND 2014-15 

SCHOOL LEADERS  
 

Enhanced leadership development program will empower the District’s 

2014-15 school leaders to dramatically improve school performance; 

teachers to get more training time, too 
 

July 18, 2014--Office of the Superintendent, Camden, NJ – Superintendent Paymon 
Rouhanifard today announced the District’s most comprehensive educator 
support program in recent history.  As it enters the new school year, Camden 
City School District is offering its 2014-15 school leaders and teachers the 
support, skill-building, and guidance they need to dramatically improve school 
performance this year.   
 
Every District principal will attend an intensive two-week Principals Institute in 
August, designed to help them make major improvements to teaching and 
learning. As schools prepare to meet the higher standard set by the Common 
Core standards and the new PARCC state tests, school leaders will focus on 
continuing to raise the bar on instruction in their schools.  
 
The Principals Institute will give principals the skills and tools to: 
 

- coach teachers to improve in-classroom performance;  
- use state assessment data to improve teaching and learning; and  
- create routines and policies in school that are respected by staff and 

students alike. 
 

“Based on best practices from the most successful schools in the country, the 
Principals Institute will give our school leaders the additional support they need 
to succeed when they return to school this fall,” said Rouhanifard. “Leadership 
matters, and the District is committed to ensuring its principals are able to 
support their teachers in improving the quality of education our students 
receive.” 
 
 

-more- 
 
 
 
 

  Paymon Rouhanifard 

  Superintendent 
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The Principals Institute follows a rigorous training in July for a half-dozen 
principals through the Relay Graduate School of Education, widely considered 
one of the most effective principal support programs in the country. Between 
this year and last year, nearly half of District principals have attended Relay and 
will be taking their lessons learned back to their school communities this fall.  
 
To make the most of their summer coaching, the District is giving principals a 
full week of professional development time with their teaching staff this August 
to prepare for the upcoming school year together.  
  
In addition, the Superintendent announced a variety of new supports available 
to principals and vice principals throughout the 2014-15 school year. These 
include: 

- weekly coaching for school leaders; 
- three additional professional development days for teaching staff; and 
- a teaching expert, known as a Lead Educator, assigned to every school. 

 
The Lead Educator is a principal-certified instructional leader who will work in-
school to help principals with coaching teachers, delivering professional 
development, and analyzing student test data. 
 
The new supports are being launched this week to coincide with the 
announcement of the principals who will lead Camden’s 26 District schools in 
the 2014-15 school year.  
 
“Over the years I have witnessed countless examples of the dedication our 
principals show to their students, teachers, and school communities,” said Mrs. 
Kathryn Blackshear, President of the Camden Advisory Board of Education. “We 
need to make sure the District is doing all it can to help these leaders succeed. 
With this new program of supports in place, I am confident that together we will 
be able to move toward academic excellence in every Camden school this year.” 
 
Parents interested in learning more about their child’s principal are encouraged 
to visit their school website and see his or her biography, which can be found by 
visiting http://camden.k12.nj.us/schools. Parents will also learn about these 
changes through a letter mailed to their home, an announcement airing on CCS-
TV, and a post on the District Facebook page. Several principal placements will 
be finalized early next week. 
 
 

-more- 
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For the first time, students will take state assessments in 2014-15 that are 
aligned to the Common Core standards, which help determine whether students 
at each grade level are on track to graduate from high school ready for college 
and careers. These higher standards require all educators to raise the bar and 
strengthen their instruction.  
 
See below for the full list of 2014-15 Camden City School District principals:  
 
Notes to editors 
 
Elementary schools 2014-15 Principal 

Henry L. Bonsall Family School Ms. Lisa Thomas 

Octavius V. Catto Community Family School Mr. Bryon Dixon 

Cooper's Poynt School Mr. Stephen D. Bournes 

Alfred Cramer College Preparatory Lab School Ms. Danielle Phillips 

R.T. Cream Family School Ms. Hye-Won Gehring 

Henry H. Davis Family School Ms. Sharon K. Woodridge 

Thomas H. Dudley Family School Dr. Maricarmen Macrina 

Early Childhood Development Center Ms. Susan Goyins 

Forest Hill Elementary School Mr. David Corvi 

Cooper B. Hatch Family School  Ms. Laura Boyce 

Francis X. McGraw Elementary School Mr. Scott E. Shanklin 

Rafael Cordero Molina Elementary School Ms. Gloria Martinez-Vega 

Harry C. Sharp Elementary School Ms. Evelyn Ruiz 

Charles Sumner Elementary School Ms. Mecca Jackson 

Veterans Memorial Family School Mrs. Danette Sapowsky 

John Greenleaf Whittier Family School Ms. Deborah Olusa 

Dr. Ulysses S. Wiggins College Preparatory Lab 
Family School 

Mrs. Lana L.P. Murray 

H. B. Wilson Family School Ms. Janna Johnson  

Yorkship Family School Mrs. Tracey Reed-Thompson 

Middle schools 2014-15 Principal 

East Camden Middle School Mr. Shareef Daaliya  

Pyne Poynt Middle School  Mr. Tyrone Richards 

High schools 2014-15 Principal 

Dr. Charles E. Brimm Medical Arts High School Mr. Herbert Simons 

Camden High School Mr. James O. Thompson 

Creative Arts Morgan Village Academy Dr. Davida Coe-Brockington 

MetEast High School Mr. Timothy Jenkins 

Woodrow Wilson High School Mr. Keith Miles 
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For additional information, contact Brendan Lowe from the Camden City School 
District Office of Communications at blowe@camden.k12.nj.us. 
 
 

-30- 


